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Higher Education in Arizona
Eugene M. Hughes, President Emeritus
Northern Arizona University and Wichita State University

Arizona Board of Regents President Chris Herstam has announced a bold new
plan for addressing Arizona’s higher education needs for the projected population
increase anticipated in the coming decades. Herstam and the Regents should be
commended for recognizing this need for growth and subsequent change in order

to meet these needs. Especially critical in development of a successful, statewide
plan is recognition of the following:

* Arizona’s growing and diverse populations, including those in rural
Arizona;

e Cost-efficient and contemporary delivery of higher education classes that
meet societal needs and interests;

The need for applied research for rural policy and economic development;

« Maximizing current and future resources-thereby minimizing the burden
on taxpayers;

e Recognizing and acknowledging Arizona’s history and tradition—and the
mandate in the state constitution to provide quality university educational
opportunities for all of Arizona’s citizens at a reasonable cost;

+ Need for establishing a cooperative and collaborative study group with
representation from all the major partners essential to making this
successful: i.e., the Board of Regents, the state’s higher education
entities including the three universities AND community colleges,
legislators and/or other representatives from metropolitan and rural areas.

I think Arizona is well-positioned to develop a plan that builds on the current
strengths of Arizona’s three outstanding universities and its excellent community
college system. All three of Arizona’s doctoral level universities offer a diversity
of programs at the undergraduate and graduate levels, many of those being unique
ones offered only at one university. NAU’s unique professional programs such as
its’ doctoral program in Physical Therapy and programs in Forestry, Hotel and
Restaurant Management, as well as its extensive and highly recognized graduate
programs in education are critical to Arizona; in fact, the latter are so important to
our State that its my opinion that this NAU college should once again be
recognized as the Center for Excellence in Education.






