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Arizona State University and the University of Arizona jointly administer the TRIF-funded
Collaborative on Biomedical Research Grant Program with ten awards originally scheduled to
total $2,000,000 ($1,000,000 each) in FY07 and $1,000,000 ($500,000 each) per year in FY08-
FY11.

These projects are collaborative in nature and may also include other biomedically oriented
organizations such as the Translational Genomics Research Institute (T-Gen), the Critical Path
Institute (C-Path), the many health-related institutions in the state, and Northern Arizona
University. This investment will accelerate development of the research enterprise associated
with the University of Arizona College of Medicine-Phoenix in partnership with Arizona State
University and the state-wide development of biomedical research. The funds are targeted to
support joint research ventures among the institutions, and translating from basic to clinical
research.

The main objectives of the program are to provide seed funding to:

1. Support the development and strengthening of collaborative research ties between ASU and
UA as a basis for enhancement of state-wide interaction among research institutions; and,

2. Support the development and submission of proposals for external funding of research from
competitive granting agencies (e.g., NSF, NIH, DOE, etc.) and industry.

To administer these funds, ASU and UA have established a coordinating committee to set the
scientific and technical criteria for selection and to make the awards. The coordinating
committee includes the Presidents and Vice Presidents for Research from ASU and UA.
Review of proposals includes input from faculty at these universities. While some projects in the
first year were selected specifically to enhance collaborative ties between ASU’s Biodesign
Institute and UA’s BIOS5 Institute, as a general practice, projects are solicited through a broad
Request for Proposals, and are selected according to the following criteria:

e Scientific excellence;

e Collaboration of faculty members from more than one institution as principal
investigators;

e Likelihood of success in securing long-term, significant federal or other (e.g.,
Science Foundation Arizona) funding;

e Clear demonstration of the value-added significance of the inter-institutional
collaboration required;

e Potential for significant impact on our understanding of basic biomedical
mechanisms or translation of research results to the clinical setting; and,

e Potential for impact on overall State-wide strength in biomedical sciences.

The program awarded $2,000,000 in FYO7 and $1,000,000 in FY08 to the ten projects through a
competitive process. Due to the economic downturn and growing shortfall in TRIF revenues,
the projects were ended in FY0O9 and drew to a close in June 2009 with the principal
investigators having submitted their final reports. UA and ASU are working with the principal



investigators of the BIO5S Institute and the Biodesign Institute to continue the creation of
collaborative research projects between our institutions.

The TRIF support resulted in 68 scientific presentations and publications and the submission of
proposals valued at $19.5M for external support for the continuation of these projects.
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